Eighteen U.S. adult skaters head to Germany

Sixth annual ISU International Adult Competition kicks off May 19

	[image: image1.jpg]




	Elizabeth McGlauflin (second from right) with April Chiang (left), Molly Johnson, and Debra Curtis at the 2010 U.S. Adult Figure Skating Championships. (Becca Staed Bishop)


By: US Figure Skating:  (05/18/2010) - Eighteen U.S. adult skaters are competing May 19-22 in the sixth ISU International Adult Competition in Oberstdorf, Germany. Hosted by the Deutsche Eislauf-Union at the Eislaufzentrum Oberstdorf, U.S. skaters are taking part in 19 of the 52 events offered against skaters from nearly 20 countries in ladies, men's, pairs and ice dancing. 

The competition gets under way Wednesday with silver and bronze ladies IV artistic and concludes Saturday with the synchronized skating event. 

Spearheaded in 2005 by Rhea Schwartz and the late Paula Smart -- both former U.S. Figure Skating Adult Skating Committee chairs -- along with Switzerland's Wolfgang Stummer and France's Barbara Standke, the event is the only ISU-sanctioned competition for adults. Competitors range in age from their 20s to their 70s. Last year American skaters brought back 15 medals, including five golds. 

Among this year's entries are 2010 U.S. championship masters junior-senior ladies silver medalist Natalie Shaby, who will defend her title in masters elite ladies; Elizabeth McGlauflin, the 2009 U.S. championship masters ladies intermediate-novice III gold medalist; and Kristi Norman and Glen Norman, who won the bronze medal in adult pairs at this competition a year ago. 

